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By WARREN RICHARDSON
SUN CORRESPONDENT

VENICE — To borrow 
liberally from Jimmy Buffet, 
clean water — everybody 
wants it, no one has it.

That may be a bit of  an 
exaggeration, but Sarasota 
County commissioners 
received a playbook Tuesday 
that may serve as a guide for 
future actions as the county 
endeavors to reduce harmful 
nutrients making their way 
into county waterways, and 
ultimately, its several bays.

An initiative of  the Gulf  
Coast Community Foundation, 
the Community Playbook 
for Clean Water lays out the 
framework for 42-plus actions 
that not only the county, but 
the community at large, can 
take to improve water quality.

“Despite all of  our good work 
in the past, there’s still some 
things we can do to improve 
the water quality conditions 

in our community,” said 
former County Commissioner 
Jon Thaxton, now the senior 
vice president for community 
investment at the Foundation, 
said Tuesday, leading off the 
presentation.

Thaxton emphasized the 
current conditions didn’t begin 
overnight, and in particular 
with the current commission, 
but lay in the decisions by past 
boards including the one on 
which he sat.

“I’ll admit our decisions 
were not the best, but they 
were based on the data we had 
at the time,” Thaxton said.

But it’s that scientific data, 
both current and historic, that 
drew praise from Thaxton 
and Steve Suau, a former 
stormwater manager and 
planning director for the 
county.

“The county should 
get accolades for this, the 
historical data you’ve been 
collecting,” Suau, now a 

partner in Progressive Water 
Resources, said. He added 
that the data helped the team 
identify both problem areas 
in the county, and the benefits 
that could be realized.

Sarasota County is already 
planning a $157 million 
conversion of  its Bee Ridge 
Wastewater Treatment facility 
to advanced wastewater 
treatment standards which 
will greatly reduce the 
amount of  harmful nutrients, 
including nitrogen, being 
discharged back into the 
natural system.

He pointed out that five of  
the six treatment plants — 
Bee Ridge, Venice Gardens 
and Central facilities in 
the county, and plants in 
North Port and Venice — all 
exceeded the nitrogen standard 
of  3 milligrams per liter. Only 
the city of  Sarasota was under 
that limit.

“It’s kind of  the gold 
standard,” Suau said.

He pointed to a project 
in northwest Florida that 
used a trench filled with 
sawdust and wood chips that 
contained organic carbon 
as an inexpensive means of  
achieving what he termed 
“denitrification,” the removal 
of  nitrate from sewage disposal 
effluent.

Suau, and fellow consultants, 
Jennifer and David Shafer 
of  Shafer Consulting, with 
funding from the foundation, 
took a year-long, “deep dive” 
into the data to produce the 
playbook.

The playbook is still in 
production and not yet 
available, but Tuesday’s 
presentation to commissioners 
was meant as a preview of  a 
portion of  their research.

In a memo to commissioners, 
County Administrator 
Jonathan Lewis wrote 
that county staff would be 
reviewing the information 
provided as they sought 

opportunities for future 
improvements.

Email: jondaltonwr@gmail.
com
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Former Sarasota County 
commissioner Jon Thaxton 
is an advocate for protecting 
Florida’s natural environment.

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
Free garden talks

The PGI Green Thumbs 
organization is sponsoring a 
series of  informal garden talks 
on the third Friday of  each 
month, January through April, 
from 9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. at 
the Punta Gorda Nature Park, 
at the corner of  Bal Harbor 
Boulevard and Aqui Esta Drive. 
These are free and open to the 
public. Each talk will cover a 
different topic for gardeners to 
learn about and apply at home.

March 20: Bromeliads
April 17: Pruning Your 

Landscape
All talks will be led by 

experienced gardeners associ-
ated with the nonprofit Green 
Thumbs organization. Seating 
is limited, so consider bringing 
your own chair. For more infor-
mation, contact Joyce Laubach 
at joycelaubach@hotmail.com 
or 484-535-0520.

Lions Corned Beef
The Englewood Lions are 

hosting their annual Corned 
Beef  and Cabbage Dinner 
from 4-7 p.m. Saturday, March 
14, at the Lions Club House, 
4611 Placida Road, Englewood. 
Dinner will be corned beef, 
cabbage, red potatoes, carrots, 
dessert and a beverage. Tickets 
are $13 at the door, $12 by 
March 10. Reserve tickets by 
calling 941-698-7508. Take-outs 
are available. All proceeds 
benefit the local community.

AMVETS Bunco
AMVETS Post 777 and the 

AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary 
Bunco, 1-3 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 18, at the Post, 3386 
N. Access Road. $5 to play. 
Proceeds go to the Lemon Bay 
High School HOBY scholarship 
fund. Everyone is invited. 

Please contact Susan at 941-
681-2001 or susankiray@gmail.
com for information.

Yard, Bake Sale
Trinity United Methodist 

Church will have a yard and 
bake sale from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. March 14 at the 
church, 4285 Wesley Lane, 
North Port. Find a large vari-
ety of  home goods, clothing, 
accessories inside, furniture 
and tools outside. Lunch will 
be available. For information, 
contact Wendy Wohlfahrt at 
845-407-1087 or Leslie Cook at 
941-223-6504.

Audubon banquet
The Peace River Audubon 

Society will hold its annual 
banquet at 5:30 p.m. March 19 
at Twin Isles Country Club, 
301 Madrid Blvd, Punta Gorda. 
Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. This 

year’s speaker is Brad Cornell, 
Policy Director for Audubon 
of  the Western Everglades and 
Florida Audubon with a talk ti-
tled: “Protection of  the Florida 
Panther.” Reservations cost $38 
per person and should be made 
by March 9 and $40 after that 
date. For more info: www.peac-
eriveraudubon.org or email 
banquet1@peaceriveraudubon.
org or call 717-880-3341.

St. Patrick’s Dinner
The Ladies Auxiliary of  

Amvets Post 2000 will host 
its St. Patrick’s dinner from 
2-7 p.m. Saturday, March 14, at 
the post, 401 Ortiz Blvd., Warm 
Mineral Springs. The menu 
features corned beef, carrots, 
cabbage, potatoes and dessert 
for a donation of  $10. Carry-
outs available. Baskets of  cheer 
will be raffled off. Irish band 
Murphy’s Law will perform 

from 3-7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call 941-429-1999.

Ecological Corridors
North Port Friends of  

Wildlife is sponsoring a talk on 
Ecologic Corridors as a Tool 
for Smart Growth by Matthew 
Miller, at 6 p.m. March 18 at 
the Shannon Staub Library, 
4675 Career Lane, North 
Port. Ecologic corridors are 
an important topic for local 
projects in North Port along 
with statewide discussions 
on Florida Department of  
Transportation, M-CORES 
(Multi-use Corridors 
of  Regional Economic 
Significance) projects. Miller 
is the environmental manager 
at Water Resource Associates 
Inc. in Tampa. For more 
information, visit www.
northportfriendsofwildlife.org.
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Orchid 
Show & Sale

Friday & Saturday, March 13th & 14th, 2020  10am-5pm

Gold Sponsors
Warren 

Loranger 
Family

Dr. Adam Lipkin, MD PA

Kathy Damewood

Friend Sponsors
DEE DEE QUINN  MARY KAY I.B.C., DAVIS, ROBERTS, 
BOELLER & RIFE, HOLLYWOOD NAILS, HOME DEPOT, 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT, KEY AGENCY, LANDY’S RESTAURANT, 
SANDI OLSENENGEL, PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL, 

PUBLIX, XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC., 
LOVING LIGHT YOGA, QUICK SIGNS

Show Located Inside Fellowship Hall
Englewood United Methodist Church, 700 E. Dearborn 

St. Englewood
For Information www.EAOS.org

• $5 Admission 
• Plenty of Parking! 
• Over 9,000 sq ft  of Sales & 

Exhibits
• Retail Orchids & Supplies 

• Artwork, Books, Raffl  es 
• Free Professional Advice & 

Culture Information

Silver Sponsors


